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" “a DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WASHINGTON 


BHovember 6, 1962 


MEMORANDUM YOR MR. McGEOPGE BUNDY 
THE WHITS HCUSE . 


Subject: Letter to the Prezident 
from Chairman Mhrushchev, 
Gated October 25, 1962 


I am enclosing herewith the signed original and an 
official translation of Chairman Ehrushchev's letter to 
the President dated October 2k. A transiation prepared 
by the Embassy in Moscow was forwardcd ria Moscow's 


telecram Ro. 1070. 


age ~~ 


, fe 


ΕΞ 


Willian ΗΕ. Brubeck 
Executive Secretary 


Ruclosures; 
le Signed original of letter 
9 the President from 
Knrushchey, dated October 2k. 


<. Official translation. 
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{Embossed Seal of the USSR] 
Ministry of Poreign Affairs of the USSR 


Moscow, October 2h, 1962 


Mr, Ambassadors 
Enclosed herewith is a letter from N. 8. Fhriushchav, Chairman of ths 


Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, te Jobn F. 


Kennedy, President of the United States of Americ2, 


tee ae Nigh ae Og ΕΞ 


It ie requested that this letter be transmitted to the Tresident | 
without delay. | 
Sincerely yours ! 

[5] Smtirnovekd 


το τ τ Officer in Charge of USA Bureau ' 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, USSR | 


Enclosure: Letter from the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
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the USSR to the Fresident of tha United States, 


Mr. Foy Ὅν. Kohler, 
‘Ambassador of the United States of America, 


Moscow, 
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Dear Mr. President: 


en 
ΠΝ 
“- 


aA ΠΟ Σ have received your letter of Octobar 23, hava studied it, and am 


; dust imagine, Mr. President, that we had presented you with the condi- 


tions of an ultimatum which you"have presented us by your action. How would 
you have reacted te this? I think that you would have been indignant at 


euch a step on cur part. And this would herve been understandable to us. 


- In presenting us with these conditions, you, Mr. President, have 

: fimg ἃ challenge at us. Who asked you to do this? By what right did you 
; do this? Our ties with the Republic of Cuba, like our relations with other 
2 states, regardless of what kind of states thay may be, concer only the 

two countries between which these relations exist. And if we now speak of 
; the quarantine to which your letter refers, a quarantine may be established, 
᾿ according to accepted international practice, only by agreement of statas 

| between themselves, and not by some third party. Quarantines exist, for 

2 example, on agricultural goods and products. But in this casa the question 
Ἢ is in no way one’ of quarantine, but ratherd’ far ποῦ serious things, and 


you yourself understand this. 


phi ena 
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You, Mr. President, are not declaring a quarantine, but rather are 
sotting forth an ultimatum and threatening that if wa co not give in to 
your demands you will use forca. Consider what you are saying! And you 
want to persuade me to agree to this! What would it mean to agree to these 
demands? It would mean guiding oneself in one's relations with other 
countries not by reason, but by submitting to arbitrariiess. You are no 
_ longer appealing to reason, but wish to intinidate us. 

τ Ho, Mr. President, I cannot acree to thie, and I think that 15 your 
own heart you recognize that I am correct. I am convinced that in my place 
you would act the same way. 


aa " ‘Referance to the decision of the Organization of American States cannot 


ein any vay substantiate the demands now advanced by the United States. This 


{Embossed Seal of the USSR] 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of tha USSR 
Moscow, October 2h, 1962 


Mr. Ambassadort 


Enclosed herewith fg a letter from N. S. Khrushchev, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, to John F. 
Kermedy, President of the United States of America, 

It fe requested that this letter be transmitted to the President 
without celay. 

Sincerely yours : 
(s) Sxtrnoveki | 


Officer in Charge of USA Bureau ι 
Ministry οὗ Foreign Affairs, USSR 


Enclosure: Letter from the Chairman of the Conncil of Finisters of 
the USSR to the President of the United States, 


| Me Foy ὃς Kohler, 
a Ambassador of tha United States of America, 


Moscow, 
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nate presented us by your action. How would 
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you have reacted to this? I think that you would have been indignant at 
such a step on cur pert. And this would heve been understandable to us. 

': Jn presenting us with these conditions, you, Mr. President, have 
finng a challenge at us. Who asked you to do this? By what right did you 
de this? Our ties with the Republic of Cuba, like our relations with other 
states, regardless of what kind of states they may be, concern only the 

two countries between which these relations exist. And if we now speak of 
the quarantine to which your letter refers, ἃ quarantine may be establisned, 
according to accepted international practice, only by agreement of states 
between themselves, and not by soma third party. Quarantines exist, for 
example, on agricultural goods and products. Sut in this case the quastion 
is in no way one of quvrantine, but rather d far mare serious things, and 
you yourself understand this. 

You, Mr. President, are not declaring a quarantine, but rather are 
setting forth an ultimatum and threstening that if we do not give in to 
your derands you will use force. Consider what you ara saying! And you 
want to persuade me to agree to this! What would it menn to apree to these 
demands? It would mean guiding oneself in one's relationa with otnar 
countries not by reason, but by subritting to arbitrardiiess., You ara no 

_longer appealing to reason, but wish to intinidate us. 

No, Mr. President, I cannot agree to this, and I think that in your 
own heart you recognize that I am correct. I am convinced that in my place 
you would act the same way. 

- Raference to the decision of the Organization of American States cannot 


2 ᾿ in any way substantiate the demands now advanced by the United States. Thia 
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Hits Excellency Organization 


John FP, Kennedy, | SCLASSIFIED 
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Organization has absolutely no authority or besis for adopting decisions 
such as the one you speak of in your letter. Therefore, we do not recognise 


theae decisions, International law exists and universally recognized norns 
of conduct exist. We firmly adhere te the principles of (nternational law 


and observe strictly the norms which regulate navigation on the high seas, 


in international waters. We observe these norms and enjoy the rights 
recognized by all states. 

You wish to compel us to renounce the rights that every sovereign 
state enjoys, you are trying to legislate in questions of international lew, 
and you are violating the tniversally accepted norms of that lew, And you 
are doing all this not mly out of hatred for the Cuban people and its 
government, but also because of considerations of the election carnpaign in 
the United States. What morality, what law can justify such an approach by 
the American Government to international affairs? No such morality or law 
can be found, because the actions of the United States with regard to Cuba 
constitute outright banditry or, if you like, the folly cf degenerate 
imperialism. Unfortunately, such folly can bring grave suffering to the 
peoples of all countries, and to no lesser dégree to tha American people 
thenmseives, since the United States has completely lost iis former isola- 
tion with the advent of modern types of armament, 

Therefore, Mr. President, if you coolly weigh the situation which has 
Ceveloped, not giving way to passions, you will understand that the Scviet 
Union carmot fail to reject the arbitrary demands af the United States. 
When you confront us with such conditions, try to rut yourself in our place 
and consider now the United States would react tc these conditions. I do 
not doubt that if someone atterpted to dictate sirilar ecnditions to you-- 
tha United States--yo would reject such an attexpt. And we also say--no. 


The Soviet government considers that the violation of the freedom to 


use International waters and international air space is an act of argression 


τος whitch pushes mankind toward the abyss of a world miclear-missile war, There- 


τς fore, the Soviet Government cannot instruct the captaing of Soviet vessels 
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recognized by all states. 
᾿ You wish to compel us to renounce the rights that every sovereign 


state enjoys, you are trying to legislate in questions of international lav, 
and you are violating the universally accepted norms of that law. And you 
are doing all this not oly out of hatred for the Cuban people and its 
government, but also because of considerations of the election canpaign in 
the United States. What morality, what law can justify such an arproach by 
the American Government to international affairs? No such morality ar law 
can be found, because the actions of the United States with regard to Cuba 
constitute outright banditry or, if you like, the folly of degenerate 
imperialism. Unfortunately, such folly can bring grave evffering to the 
peoples of all countries, and to no lesser dégres to the American peorle 
themselves, since the United States has completely lost its former ieola- 
tion with the advent of modern types of armament. 

Therefore, Mr. President, if you coolly weigh the situation which hag 
developed, not giving way to passions, you will understand that the Soviet 
Union cannct fail to reject the arbitrary derands of the United States. 
When you confront us with such conditions, try to put yourself in cur place 
and consider how the United States would react to these conditions. JI do 
not doudt that if someone atterpted to dictate similar conditions to you-- 
the United States--you would reject such an attempt. And we also say--no. 

The Soviet government considers that the viclation of the freedom to 
use international waters and international air space 4s an act of aggression 

which pushes mankind toward the abyss of a world muclear-missile war, There- 


fore, the Soviet Government cannot instruct the captains of Soviet vessels 
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bound for Cuba to observe the orders of American naval forces blockading 
that Ysland. Our instructions to Sovist mariners are to observs strictly 


=e a e- συ. 


rules, it must realize what responsibility will rest upon it in that casa. 
Naturally we will not simply be bystanders with regard to piratical acts by 
American shipe on the high sear. We will then be forced on our part to 
take the measures we consider necessary and edequate in order to protect cur 
rights. We have everything necessary to do so. 
Respectfully, 
{e] N. Khrushchev 
N. Khrushchev 

Moscow | 


October 2h, 1962 
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